Introduction: management of open fractures poses a constant challenge to Orthopaedic surgeons in Nigeria. Our aim is to determine the
Introduction
"An open fracture is one in which a break in the skin allows for direct communication of the fracture site or fracture haematoma with elements external to the usual protection of the skin" [1] . It is estimated that 1 in every 120 persons under the age of 65 years will have fracture and 3% of these fractures are open. Three to six million fractures occur yearly in the United States. Thus fractures are a major public health concern [2, 3] . The degree of soft tissue and bony injuries vary with the amount of energy dissipated during the fracturing process and this eventually also affect the healing process 
Methods
This was a prospective study that involved consecutive patients with open fractures that presented at our accident and emergency (A/E) department and were subsequently managed in our centre over a period of 18 months (1 st January 2016-30 th June 2017). Institutional ethical clearance was gotten after which details of study was explained to each patient and verbal consent obtained by patient agreeing to participate in the study. In addition privacy and confidentially was ensured as the data collection sheet did not provide for names of patients-this was also relayed to patients to reassure them. Already prepared data collection sheets were then used to collect data directly from patients and from records in patients' files by pre-trained registrars in our Orthopaedic unit. Bio-data and data on socio-demographic characteristics of patients were collected in addition to that related to the injuries sustained. Open fractures were classified according to Gustilo et al. [6, 7] classification and managed accordingly. Data were analysed using SPSS version 20 and presented here as ratios, means, percentages, tables and charts. work [4, 6, 13] . Open fractures have been reported in the literature to be commoner in males than females [2, 5, 9, 10, 14] . The observation in this study also agrees with this-about 60% of patients in the study being males. This finding is explained by the fact that males are generally more prone to injuries as a result of exposure to risky activities both at work-being largely the bread winners -and at leisure [5, 15] respectively. However, the last 2 studies were carried out in adult populations of 15 years and above which might partially explain the higher mean age reported. About 83% of patients in this study fell 
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